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Washington, D. C. 


June 13, 1942 


GOVERNMENT PURCHASES OF TOMATOES 
AND PEAS EXEMPT FROM PRICE ORDER 


OPA Amendment Designed to Obtain Preferred 
Grades for Armed Forces 


In order to effectuate purchases of canned tomatoes and 
peas for use by the military forces, Price Administrator Leon 
Henderson on June 11 excluded such sales and deliveries 
to the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Lend-lease Administra- 
tion, Veterans’ Administration, and Treasury Procurement 
from provisions of Maximum Price Regulation No. 152 
(Canned Vegetables) and the General Maximum Price 
Regulation. 

This exemption is made in Amendment No. | to the regula- 
tion, effective June 15, 1942. 

The purchasing agencies of the armed forces prefer the 
better grades and larger can sizes of tomatoes and peas. 
This preference was shown officially in the issuance of War 
Production Board Order M-86-a, which—in the Adminis- 
trator’s judgment—will aid in conservation of containers 
and in procurement by the Army of the preferred grades. 

The Department of Agriculture’s support prices, announced 
December 19, 1941, of 95 cents per dozen and $1.10 per dozen 
for Grade C or Standard tomatoes and peas respectively, 
packed in 16-ounce, No. 2 size cans, have provided the in- 
centive for heavy production and packing of such grades. 

Buyers for the military forces, in some cases, prefer the 
extra standard and other top varieties of canned tomatoes 
and peas in large 80-ounce No. 10 size cans. 


“Removal of the ceilings on such sales to the Army of 
canned tomatoes and peas,” the Administrator cautioned, 
“should not be considered the occasion for unwarranted 
speculative price advances.” 

Any sharp, speculatively inspired price advances in such 
grades of canned peas and tomatoes as the military arms 
require definitely will be met with immediate control, through 
establishment of maximum prices for such sales, Mr. Hender- 
son warned. 

The Administrator indicated that Lend-lease’s exemption 
from the pricing provisions contained in Amendment No. 1 
to the canned vegetable regulation will insure availability of 
such canned peas and tomatoes as they require for the ac- 
count of our Allies. 

“All other civilian buyers definitely continue under their 
previous pricing provisions,” Mr. Henderson emphasized. 
“In other words, the canner still makes his civilian sales of 
canned tomatoes and peas on the basis of the prescribed 
formula in Regulation No. 152. This necessitates the can- 
ner’s taking his weighted average price per dozen charged 
fob. factory for such kind, grade and container size during 
the first 60 days after start of the 1941 pack; plus 8 per 
cent of the weighted average price per dozen f.o.b. factory; 
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plus the actual increase per dozen cans in the cost of the 
raw agricultural commodity as of May 4, 1942 over cost of 
the 1941 pack to arrive at his maximum selling price. 

“Sales of canned tomatoes and peas at wholesale and retail 
continue to be governed by provisions of the General Maxi- 
mum Price Regulation, so that prices may not top the highest 
charged in March, 1942, thus still affording consumer-pro- 
tection.” 

The amendment was accompanied by a statement of the 
cqgstpretione involved in its issuance, text of which is as 
ollows: 


Regulation No. 152 is issued for the purpose of excluding 
(Continued on page 7049) 


WPB ISSUES ORDER COVERING USE OF 
TINPLATE AND BLACKPLATE FOR CANS 


Electrolytic and Treated Plate Are 
Prescribed for Specified Products 


In furtherance of the program of tin conservation the 
War Production Board on June 13 issued Supplementary 
Order M-8l-a covering the use of tinplate and blackplate 
for cans for designated products. 

The supplementary order lists one group of canned prod- 
ucts, the manufacturer of cans for which shall utilize tin 
coatings not in excess of 0.50 pound per base box for ends 
of cans with soldered side seam, and for the ends and bodies 
of cans without soldered side seams. 


Another group of products calls for cans for which 
chemically treated blackplate has been substituted for the 
ends of cans with soldered side seams, and for both ends 
and bodies of cans without soldered side seams. 

For a third group ends are specified that must be made 
with either chemically treated blackplate or tinplate with a 
tin coating not in excess of 0.50 pound per base box. 


Text of Supplementary Order M-81-a is as follows: 


TITLE 32—NATIONAL DEFENSE 


Cuarptern IX—War Propuction Boarp; Suscnarrer B— 
Division or Inpustry Operations; Part 1068—TinpLate 
AND TERNEPLATE 


Supplementary Order No. M-81-a 


Section 1068.2 (Supplemen Order No. M-8l-a) In 
accordance with the provisions of Section 1068.1 (Conserva- 
tion Order M-81) which this Order supplements, the follow- 
ing directions for substitution of aateelll shall be mandatory 
from the effective date hereof: 

(a) For manufacturing cans for packing the products 
listed in this paragraph (a), all can manufacturers shall, to 
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the greatest extent available, use tinplate with a tin coating 
not in excess of 0.50 pound per base box, for making the ends 
only of cans with soldered side seam, and for making the 
ends and the bodies of cans without soldered side seam. 
All canners accepting delivery of cans for packing such 
roducts are —-4 required to accept from the can manu- 
acturer making delivery, to the greatest extent available 
up to 50 per cent of the delivery, cans made of tinplate 
with a tin coating not in excess of 0.50 pound per base box, 
as specified herein. The products to which this paragraph 
applies are as follows: 


Asparagus 

Beans, green and wax 

Fish and shellfish, whether processed or for refrigeration 
shipments fresh, except dry pack shrimp, and sar- 
dines in tomato sauce, mustard sauce, or vinegar 
sauce, and except %-pound drawn oblong cans for 
sardines 

Frozen foods 

Honey 

Beets 

Carrots 

Carrots and as 

Pimientos and peppers 

Pumpkin and squash 

nme and other green leafy vegetables 

ra 

Vegetables, mixed 

Soups, except tomato soup 

Sweet syrups 

Chili con carne 

Soap, liquid 


(b) For manufacturing cans for packing the products 
listed in this paragraph (b), all can manufacturers shall, 
to the greatest extent available, substitute chemically treated 
blackplate for tinplate and terneplate, for making the ends 
only of cans with soldered side seam, and for making the 
ends and the bodies of cans without soldered side seam. All 
canners accepting delivery of cans for packing such prod- 
ucts are hereby required to accept from the can manufacturer 
making delivery, to the greatest extent available up to 100 

r cent of the delivery, cans made of chemically treated 
Black late, as specified herein. Tinplate or terneplate, as 


specified by Order M-81, may be used for making the tops 


of cans to which fittings or trimmings are soldered. 
products to which this paragraph applies are as follows: 


Baby formulas, dry 

Milks, dry and malted 

Dehydrated vegetables 

Liquid oils, vegetable, marine and animal, or edible 
blends of such oils. 

Hardened edible oils and unhardened or hardened 
lard, and rendered porkfat, and edible tallow, and 
animal, vegetable, and marine blends thereof. 

Coconuts, shredded with milk 

Cements, except those containing water 

Fly spra 

Lighter fluids 

Acetone 

Oleic acid 

Dry cleaners 

Benzol, including but not limited to naphtha 

Turpentine 

Polish, paste 

Waxes, paste 

Disinfectants, dry 

Health supplies, except chloroform, ether and other 
liquid drugs. 


(c) For manufacturing cans for packing the products 
listed in this paragraph (c), all can manufacturers shall, 
to the atest extent available, use either chemically 
treated blackplate or tinplate with a tin coating not in 
excess of 0.50 pound per base box, for making the ends only 
of cans with soldered side seam. All canners accepting 
delivery of cans for packing such products are hereby re. 
quired to accept from the can manufacturer making delivery, 
to the greatest extent available, up to 50 per cent of the de. 
livery, cans made of tinplate with a tin coating not in excess 
of 0.50 pound per base box, as specified herein; and up to 
10 per cent of the delivery (or 20 per cent, if one end only 
is made of chemically treated blackplate), cans made of 
chemically treated blackplate, as specified herein. The 
products to which this paragraph applies are as follows: 


Meats, except chili con carne 


(d) To the extent that chemically treated blackplate is 
used instead of tinplate or terneplate, pursuant to this sup 
order, the area of tinplate or terneplate speci- 

by any quota restriction of Order M-81 for packing a 
particular product, shall be reduced. Nothing in this sup 
plementary order shall be construed to prevent the comple 
tion, sale and delivery of cans and can ends which were 
completely manufactured or in the process of manufacture 
on or before the effective date of this supplementary order, 
but this supplementary order shall not be construed to alter 
-,  - of Order M-81 which is not herein expressly 


Issued this 13th day of June, 1942. 


J. S. Knowtson, 
Director of Industry Operations. 


PRICE ORDER FOR WOOD BOXES, BASKETS 


Agicultural Containers Are Covered by Special 
Formula Because of Seasonal Factors 


A maximum price regulation providing special pricing 
formulas for boxes, baskets and other seasonal wooden cop 
tainers used for fruits and vegetables was announced June 8 
by the Office of Price Administration. 

Titled Maximum Price Regulation No. 160 (Seasonal 
Wooden Agricultural Containers), the measure became ¢ 
fective June 6, 1942. 

It preserves the general level of prices established by the 
General Maximum Price Regulation, adjusted to take into 
account the seasonal nature of sales of such products. 


The regulation covers all wooden containers used for fruits 
and vegetables except cooperage products and used com 
tainers, and covers the whole country with the exception of 
what is known to the trade as the Western area—California, 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Utah 
Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico and Colorado. 

The Western States not included are to receive a separalt 
specific regulation shortly. 

Price Administrator Leon Henderson said Price Regult 
tion No. 160 is only a temporary measure. It will be 
placed as soon as possible by a permanent regulation setting 
forth dollars and cents price schedules, instead of pricins 
formulas, for the containers covered. 
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ucts Maximum prices for manufacturers are computed on the 
hall, § basis of a formula which is designed to convert off-season 
ally prices of the first three months of 1942 into on-season prices 


by the device of adding to the 1942 off-season prices the mar- 
gin of last year’s on-season over off-season prices. 


Maximum prices for wholesalers and retailers simply will 
be the seller’s average cost for this season's containers plus 


» de. & the margin of his last season's average price above his last 
ccess  season’s average cost. 

ip te The regulation is limited to “seasonal containers.” These 
< are defined as containers, deliveries of which by the seller 
“The in the first three months of 1941 constituted less than 15 per 


cent of the total deliveries of the same container for the full 
year 1941, and not more than 8 per cent in any one of the 1941 
months of January, February or March. 


GOVERNMENT PURCHASES ARE EXEMPT 
(Concluded from page 7047) 
from the provisions of Maximum Price Regulation No, 152 


and the General Maximum Price Regulation, sales and deliv- 
eries to the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Lend-lease Adminis- 


ing a & tration, Veterans Administration, and Treasury Department, 
sup § Procurement Division, of canned peas and canned tomatoes. 
mple- The support prices of $.95 per dozen and $1.10 per dozen 
were § for Grade C, or Standard, tomatoes and peas, respectively, 
we | in No. 2 cans, as announced by the Secretary of Agriculture 
order, 


on December 19, 1941, have tended to stimulate the packing 
of that grade and can size at the expense of the better grades 
and larger can sizes for which the armed forces of the 
United States, and particularly the Army, have expressed 
a preference. This preference was shown officially in the 
issuance of Order M-86-a by the War Production Board. 
In the judgment of the Price Administrator, this amend- 
ment to Maximum Price Regulation No. 152 will assist in 
the conservation of containers and in the procurement of 
the preferred grades by the purchasing agencies for the 
armed forces. In the event the prices of canned and 
tomatoes increase to a speculative degree, the Administrator 
will, by appropriate amendment, establish maximum prices 
for the ab of canned peas and tomatoes covered by this 
amendment. 


Text of Amendment No. 1 to Price Regulation No. 152, is 
as follows: 


A statement of the considerations involved in the issuance 
of this amendment had been issued simultaneously herewith 
and filed with the Division of the Federal Register. A new 
paragraph (g) is added to Section 1341.22 and a new Sec- 
tion 1341.32 is added as set forth below: 
$1341.22 Canner’s maximum prices for canned vegetables 

* * * 

(g) Nothing in this Maximum Price Regulation No. 152, 
or in the General Maximum Price Regulation,’ shall apply 
to sales or deliveries of canned tomatoes and canned peas 
to the armed forces of the United States and to the Lend- 

Administration. 
$1341.32 Effective dates of amendments 
(a) Amendment No. 1 (1341.22 (g), 1341.32) to Maxi- 


a Regulation No. 152 shall become effective June 


ns, 


Regule B (Pub. Law 421, 77th Cong.) 

be re fm 'ssued this 11th day of June, 1942. 

setting Leon Henperson, 
pricing Administrator, Office of Price A 


'T PLR. 3153, 3330, 3666, 3990, 3991, 4339, 


OPA DISTRIBUTES PRICE FORMS 


Instructions Given to Canners on How to Report 
Required Canned Vegetable Data 


Maximum Price Regulation No. 152, governing maximum 
prices which may be charged for the 1942 pack of canned 
vegetables, requires canners to submit to the Office of Price 
Administration, not later than July 1, a statement, certified 
under oath, showing the canner’s weighted average price for 
the first 60 days of his 1941 pack, eight per cent of that price, 
and the raw material increase cost together with maximum 
price for each kind, grade and container size of canned vege- 
tables he packed. This is required under Section 1341.26 
of Regulation No. 152, which was reproduced in the May 30 
INrorMATION LeTrTeR. 


To aid canners in preparing this required information 
OPA has distributed a supply of blank forms together with 
instructions for filling them out, including sample calcula- 
tions showing how to determine maximum prices. It is neces- 
sary to use a separate sheet for each kind of vegetable the 
canner will pack in 1942. Sample copy of the Maximum 
Price Form, containing the calculation used as an example, 
is reproduced on page 7051 and the detailed instructions for 
filling out the form are given below. 

When the canner fills out his form the original and one 
copy, certified under oath, should be sent to: Canned Vege- 
table Section, Food and Food Products Branch, Office of 
Price Administration. The canner should keep a true copy 
for his own files. OPA suggests that if more blanks are 
needed in addition to those sent out, the canner should make 
his own additional copies. However, if he is unable to do 
this, limited additional supplies may be obtained from OPA. 

In addition to the Maximum Price Forms, canners must 
prepare and submit on a separate sheet of paper a schedule 
showing all their customary allowances, discounts, and other 
price differentials. OPA states that although the required 
information must reach them not later than July 1, it will 
be appreciated if the forms are submitted in the shortest pos- 
sible time and sent in earlier if possible. 

Following is the set of instructions which accompanied 
the forms OPA sent to each vegetable canner in the country: 


IDENTIFICATION 


A. Name of company: Enter the name of the operating 
company of the cannery reporting. 

B. Address: Enter the address of the operating com- 
pany headquarters. 

C. Address of plant: Enter the address of the canning 


plant. 
D. F.O.B. shippi t for the commodity 
reported Subject to ¢ Serre 1341.22 (c) M. P. R. No, 152. 


E. Commodity: Enter the name of the vegetable for which 
the report is completed. Example: peas (Alaska), peas 
(sweet), beans (green), etc. 


Raw Propuct Cost, 1941 ann 1942 


Column 1, Total units (tons, boxes, bushels, ewt., lb., ete.) 
purchased during 1941 pack. Enter in this column the total 
number of units of product purchased during the 1941 pack 
for canning such individual items as green beans, spinach, 
etc. 

On such canned items as succotash or peas and carrots, the 
number of units purchased and used are to be computed 
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separately from individual products canned, such as peas, 
carrots, corn, lima beans, etc. 


*Example: 500 Tons used in succotash 


500 Tons used in canned peas 


1,000 Total tone purchased 


Column 2. Total amount paid 1941 to growers. For units 
listed in Column 1. The amount paid for raw vegetable dur- 
ing 1941 pack must not include other costs such as tin cans, 
sugar, condiments, etc., but only actual amount paid to 
grower for the raw le. 

On such canned items as succotash or peas and carrots, the 
amount paid for and used is to be computed separately from 
individual vegetables canned, such as peas, carrots, corn, 


lima beans, etc. 
* Example: $10,000 Amount paid for raw vegetable 
used in succotash 
10,000 Amount paid for raw vegetable 
used in canned peas 


$20,000 Total paid for peas 


Column 3. Average material cost per unit (tons, cwt., 
bushels, boxes, lb., etc.). This figure is obtained by <teing 
the total amount paid (Column 2) by the total number o 
units purchased in 1941 (Column 1). 


Column 4. Container size: Enter in this column container 
sizes to be packed in 1942, of metal, glass, etc., using separate 
line for each size container. 

Column 5. Dozens (metal, glass, etc.) unit. Enter 
in this column the number of dozen containers of finished 
product per unit (tons, ewt., bushels, boxes, lb., etc.) for 
each container size as listed in Column 4. 

Column 6. Material cost per dozen containers: Enter the 
cost of the raw product in 1941 per dozen containers for each 
size listed in Column 4. The figure in this column obtained 
by dividing the cost per unit of raw product (Column 3) by 
the dozen containers packed per unit (Column 5). 


Column 7. Average material cost per unit (tons, cwt., 
bushels, boxes, lb., etc.) 1942. Enter in this column the 
average of the prices per ton or other unit paid, or contracted 
to be paid to the grower up to, and including May 4, 1942. 


If vegetables were purchased on a delivered or graded, etc. 
basis during 1941, costs during 1942 should be calcula 
on the same basis. 

Column 8. Cost per dozen 1942. This is to be computed 
by dividing the cost per unit of raw product 1942 (Column 7) 
by the number of n containers per unit for each con- 
tainer size. 

Column 9. Increased cost per dozen, 1942 over 1941. This 
is obtained by subtracting (Column 6) (cost per dozen 1941), 
from Column 8 (cost per 1942). 


CaLcuLatTion or Maximum Paice Per Dozen Containers 


Group all sales of like grade, style, sieve size, and container 
size together, so that the total quantity sold and total dollar 
value of sales can be easily calculated. A line across the 
entire table should be drawn after the final sale of the grade, 
style, sieve size and container size group. Figures for Col- 
umns 18, 19, 20 and 21 can then be computed for each group. 


Column 10. Grade: Enter in this column the grade sold 
such as: Fancy, Choice, Extra Standard, Standard, etc. 


Column 11. Style: Enter in this column trade styles of 


*Editor's Note: As canned peas are not used in suceotash, this illustration 
will be clearer to the reader by substituting the words “carrots and peas” for 
“succotash,” 


vegetables such as, “sliced,” “French style,” “vertical 
packed,” “whole.” 

Column 12. Sieve size or canned count: Enter in this 
column the size of the product that is put into the containers, 
For example: Beets: 7/10, 12/15. Peas: No. 1, No. 2 
Pickles: 6,000—10,000—15,000. 

Column 13. Size and kind of container. Example: No. 2 
can, No. 24% can, 1 pt. 4oz. jar, 6 fi. oz., etc., tin, , ete, 

Column 14. Date of sale: Enter in this column the date 
of each sale made within 60 days after beginning of the 

= pew ye: The first day the product was canned dur 
1941 pack shall be considered beginning of 1941 pack. 

All sales (spot or for future delivery) of the 1941 
made within the first 60 days after the beginning of the 194] 

shall be included, except sales made to the Army and 

avy of the United States—and sales made prior to such 60 
days and delivered within such period. The sales shall be 
entered in order of the date of the sale and not of the delivery 
date, using separate line for each sale. 

Column 15. Dozens sold: Enter in this column the num 
ber of dozens sold for each sale. 

Column 16, Price char per dozen: Enter the actual 
price charged per dozen, before customary allowances, dis 
counts, and other price differentials. 

Column 17. Dollars charged for each sale: Enter in this 
column the total dollars charged for each sale made within 
60 days after beginning of 1941 pack. Do not subtract dis 
counts, allowances, etc. It is obtained 7 Col 
—,.° (price charge per dozen) by Column 1 om 
80. 

Column 18. Weighted average price dozen: Add all 
items listed in Column 17 for tonb poe Qa sieve size and 
container size, and divide it by the total number of dozen 
containers sold for each grade, style, sieve size and con 
tainer size. 

(Division of total of Column 17 by total of Column 15 
equals Column 18.) 

Column 19. Eight per cent of average weighted per 
dozen: Take t cent of wei figure 
in Column in 19. 

Column 20. Increase of raw prod 
in this column the increased cost per 


cost pa dozen: Enter 
of raw vegetables, 
1942 over 1941, as listed under Column 9, for each particular 


container size. 

Column 21. Maximum price per dozen f.o.b. factory, 
This is the maximum price per dozen that may be charged 
ta 


To obtain this figure, add figures in Column 18 (Weighted 


average price per dozen), Column 19 (Eight per cent per 
pam and Column 20 (Raw products per dozen increase). 


Sicnature ano on AFFIRMATION 


Each set of Maximum Price Report Forms submitted by 
your firm must be signed and sworn to by a responsible 
officer of your company as follows: 

Name of person: 


Title: 

Name of company: 

Address of company: 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 
This day of 


(signature) 


, 1942 


(Title of 


person administering oath) Notary Public, 
Commissioner of Deeds, etc. 


19/1/6 


= 
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PRIORITY RATINGS AND HOW TO GET THEM 


What Forms to Use in Obtaining Equipment 
Needed for Canneries 


With the canning season drawing near, some canners are 
finding that for various reasons they have not been able to 
obtain delivery of repairs, operating supplies, new equip- 
ment, etc., on the ratings that they have been granted. Some 
of the delays have been due to the use of improper methods 
in applying for preference ratings; others to the fact that 
higher ratings are now needed to obtain deliveries on certain 
materials, 


A program is now being developed to give canners imme- 
diate assistance in cases where deliveries of essential repairs 
or equipment have been delayed, The following tabulation 
presents the proper method for obtaining preference ratings 
for the delivery of some of the materials canners need. In 
this tabulation, when the PD form is not shown, it indicates 
that the rating may be used directly on the purchase order 


without applying to the War Production Board for per- 


mission. 


Materials and equipment used 
for fruit and vegetable 
canning 
New machinery and equipment 
(for either expansion or re- 
placement) 

Second-hand machinery 
equipment 


and 


Second-hand packaging and 


labeling equipment 


Second-hand slicing and grind- 
ing machines 

Rented machinery 

Repairs for machinery and 
equipment 

Strapping and stitching ma- 
chines 

Stitching wire, strapping mate- 


rial and nails for shipping 
containers 


Nails for field boxes, crates, 
trays, etc, 


Nails for building purposes 


How to obtain priority rating 


Form PD-285, 


No rating needed, except for 
packaging and labeling ma- 
chines, the delivery of which 
is limited by L-83 requiring 
a preference rating of A-9 or 
higher. 

Form PD-285; this includes 
closing machines, filling ma- 
chines, labeling machines, 
casing machines, case sealing 
machines, etc. 

Form PD-285; this includes 
choppers, —dicers, 
grinders, cutters, etc. 

Form PD-285 where rating is 
necessary. 

A-3 rating, Order P-115 for “re- 
pairs.” 


Form PD.-285. 


Form PD-1A; also extension of 
ratings on PD-3A certificates 
issued by Quartermaster 
Corps along with their con- 
tract. 


Form PD.285, 


If for maintenance of existing 
buildings, use A-3, Order 
P-115. If for expansion, use 
Form PD-1A_ unless other 
materials are also involved, 
in which case use Form PD- 
200 


A-3 rating, Order P-115 for 
“operating supplies.” 


Janitor’s supplies 


Office supplies 
Office equipment 
Copper wire for lighting 


A-3 rating, Order P-115 for 
“operating supplies.” 

Use A-10 rating, Order P-100, 

Form PD-1A, 

If for repairs, use A-3 rating, 
Order P-115 for “repairs,” 
If for new work or rating 
higher than A-3 needed, use 
Form PD-1A, 

If for repairs, use A-3, Order 
P-115 for “repairs.” If for 
new work, use Form PD-285 
if A-3 sufficient; if higher 
rating needed, use PD-1A, 

A-3 rating, Order P-115 unless 
higher rating needed, in 
which case use PD-1A. 

Use A-3 rating, Order P-115 
unless higher rating needed, 
in which case use PD-1A, 

Form PD-285 if A-3_ high 
otherwise, use PD 
1A, 


Plans are now being formulated to expedite the delivery of 
all materials for repairs, operating supplies and new equip 
ment needed to complete preparation of plant for packing 
season. The exact method that will be adopted to expedite 
these deliveries has not been developed. Announcement of 
the method will be made in the INrormation Letrer as soon 
as it is available. In the meantime, an emergency arrange 
ment has been approved that will expedite the delivery of 
repairs when they are needed in case of imminent break 
down, or because of failure to obtain materials on A-3 rating 
in time to start season's operation, and when time does not 
permit filing a PD-1A. Ten days or two weeks usually are 
required to process a PD-1A application. 


Boiler tubes 


Pipe and valves, for repairs 


Pipe and valves, expansion 


INTERPRETATION OF ORDER M-86-A 


Official Interpretation Is Given of Quantities 
To Be Reserved for Government 


The interpretation of the heading on “Table II, Secondary 
Products,” in the discussion of amended Order M-86-a i 
the Inrormation Lerrer for May 30 was incorrect, accord 
ing to a definite official explanation furnished to the Asse 
ciation. 


This explanation states that M-86-a was amended to it 
clude additional styles of pineapple and types of cherries 
also to change some grades of foods required, such as spec 
fying in the amendment that top standard peas and tomatoe 
instead of standard would be required. The order # 
amended on May 25 was not for the purpose of changing 
quantities, and the method and percentages remained th 
same as in the original order. 


In the case of carrots, if a packer is allowed 100,000 case 
by Order M-81 and packs only this amount or less, th 
Government will require his entire pack, for the reason thal 
the per cent in Column B is 100 per cent. If the cannét 
packs more than 100,000 cases, he will have whatever qua® 
~ ag packs up to an additional 100,000 for his civil 
trade, 


7052 
als 
10 
car 
civ’ 
qui 
24, 
Copper wire for power 
I 
opit 
did 
Hea 
all | 
exel 
Hea 
No 
sub, 
trac 
prov 
quit 
the 
Divi 
folle 
sion 
Orde 
stan 
of th 
port. 
cont: 
tract 
tract 
futur 
Act 
exer 
Co) 
work 
contr 
have 
Hou 
Th 
tively 
Revey 
tion 
Vidua 
also | 
facili 
apply 
1940, 
| 


INFORMATION 


LETTER 7053 


In the case of beets, and all of the other items in Table II, 
where the per cent is less than 100 per cent, the canner will 
also have some merchandise for his civilian trade. For 
example, in the case of beets, if under M-81 he is allowed 
100,000 cases, M-86-a requires 60 per cent; therefore, the 
canner who packs exactly 100,000 cases will have 40,000 for 
civilian trade. If he packs only 60,000 cases, M-86-a re- 
quires 60 per cent of that pack or 36,000 cases, leaving 
24,000 for his civilian trade. 


Pack Reservation Orders Are Not Contracts 


In the May 20 Inrornmation Letter, on page 7021, the 
opinion was expressed that Orders M-86, M-86-a and M-86-b 
did not constitute “contracts” for the purposes of the Walsh- 
Healey Act. The Walsh-Healey Act, of course, applies to 
all contracts with the Government. Since all the fruits and 
vegetables affected by M-86-a have been given a complete 
exemption from the maximum hours provision of the Walsh- 
Healey Act, no problem arises in connection with M-86-a. 
No complete exemption has been accorded to the canned fish 
subject to M-86-b, however, and the Division of Public Con- 
tracts has ruled that the packing operations of these fishery 
products, pursuant to the provisions of M-86-b, do not re- 
quire compliance with the Walsh-Healey Act. This confirms 
the conclusion expressed in the Letrer. The opinion of the 
Division of Public Contracts dated June 4, 1942, reads as 
follows : 


“The Assistant Administrator of the Public Contracts Divi- 
sion has ruled, in a letter to the War Production Board, that 
Orders M-86, M-86-a and M-86-b, which provide in sub- 
stance that canners shall set aside to meet the requirements 
of the Government their entire pack of some products and a 
portion of such pack of other products are not of themselves 
contracts although they contemplate the execution of con- 
tracts in the future. 


“The Assistant Administrator ruled that in the event con- 
tracts for amounts in excess of $10,000 are awarded in the 
future, those contracts will be subject to the Walsh-Healey 
Act unless they are for commodities specified in the recent 
exemption order affecting the canning industry. When such 
‘contract is awarded, the Walsh-Healey Act will apply to 
work performed from and after the date of award of the 
contract and will not apply retroactively to work which might 
have been performed before the contract was awarded.” 


House Committee Amendment on Amortization 


The House Ways and Means Committee on June 5 tenta- 
tively approved an amendment to Section 124 of the Internal 
Revenue Code providing for the allowance of amortiza- 
“on under necessity certificates to partnerships and indi- 
viduals, as well as corporations. The proposed amendment 
ilo provides that the amortization provision with respect to 
facilities of individuals, partnerships, and corporations will 
‘pply to facilities constructed and acquired after January 1, 
1940, instead of after June 10, 1940, as under the present law. 


RECENT WAGE-HOUR LAW DECISIONS 


Rulings Deal with Overtime Pay Requirements and 
Area of Production Definition 


On June 8, 1942, the United States Supreme Court ap- 
proved a method whereby employees subject to the overtime 
provisions of the Fair Labor Standards Act can, neverthe- 
less, be paid a fixed weekly wage. (L. Metcalf Walling v. 
A. H. Belo Corporation). At the time time, (in the case of 
Overnight Motor Transportation Co. v. Missel), it decided 
that the mere fact an employee's wage is fixed on a weekly 
basis, no matter how high, does not dispense with the over- 
time pay requirements if in any week his hours of work ex- 
ceed the statutory maximum. Both cases were decided upon 
the Court's interpretation of the requirement that for each 
hour of overtime, an employee must be paid time and one- 
half “the regular rate at which he is employed.” 


In the Missel case, the employee and employer had agreed 
upon a fixed weekly wage, and no greater amount was paid 
even in weeks in which the employee worked overtime 
within the meaning of the Act. The fixed wage was greater 
than the statutory minimum of 25 (now 30) cents per hour 
for each hour worked up to 44 (now 40) plus overtime at 
37% cents for each hour thereafter. The question presented 
was whether overtime should be computed on the basis of 
the statutory 25 (now 30) cents minimum, or whether it 
had to be applied to the regular rate of pay calculated by 
dividing the total amount received by the total hours worked. 
The Supreme Court upheld the employee's right to recover 
back-pay upon the ground that in its reference to “regular 
rate,” the Act requires that a regular hourly rate of pay for 
each employee be determined by dividing his fixed wage per 
week by the actual number of hours worked during that 
period. For each hour of overtime, the employee must be 
paid 150 per cent of this hourly rate. 


In the Belo case, however, the Court, voting five to four, 
upheld the validity of a contract entered into between the 
employer and employee, specifying an hourly rate of pay 
and guaranteeing the payment to the employee of at least 
a fixed weekly wage. The facts disclosed that shortly after 
passage of the Wage & Hour Act, but before its effective 
date, the employer agreed with its employees that their wages 
should be computed upon the basis of a specified hourly rate 
for the first 44 (now 40) hours with 150 per cent of that rate 
for additional hours, but guaranteeing a weekly wage based 
on 60 hours of work. The majority of the Court stated that 
this procedure was apparently designed to, and in most in- 
stances did, permit the employer to pay the same total weekly 
wage after the effective date of the Act as before. It, never- 
theless, rejected the Administrator's contention that for each 
employee the regular hourly rate of pay had to be deter- 
mined by dividing the guaranteed wage by the total number 
of hours actually worked in each week. This would have 
resulted in a different hourly rate for each week. The Court 
said that the Wage-Hour Act does not prevent an employer 
from contracting to pay its employees the same wages that 
they received prior to the passage of the Act, “so long as the 
new rate equals or exceeds the minimum required by the 
Act.” Basing its decision upon the fact that the contracts 
between the employer and employees were the result of open- 
handed dealing, and were entered into in a good faith effort 
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to guarantee a steady fixed income to employees with irregu- 
lar hours, the Court determined that the employer did not 
violate the Wage & Hour Act by basing its overtime pay- 
ments on the regular hourly rates it had specified in the 
contracts with its employees. 


The Belo result is in line with the suggestions made to 
canners in the Wage & Hour Law bulletin issued by the As- 
sociation on October 25, 1938. It was there indicated that 
an employer could readjust an employee's compensation on 
an hourly basis so that the total amount paid to the employee 
after the effective date of the Act might approximately equal 
the amount paid prior to that time. As was stated in the 
bulletin, however, and as is indicated in the Belo case, it is 
necessary that there be a bona fide employment contract be- 
tween the employer and his employees. If there is, and if 
the rate of pay determined equals or exceeds the minimum 
required by the Act, the Belo decision will allow the payment 
of overtime based upon the hourly rate fixed by the em- 
ployer and the employee. 


Other of the Administrator's interpretations of the Wage & 
Hour Act were rejected in two recent decisions of lower 
courts. In Fleming v. Farmers Peanut Co., decided May 25, 
1942, the Circuit Court of Appeals of the Fifth Circuit con- 
sidered the Administrator's definition of “area of production.” 
Canners will recall that the Wage & Hour Act exempts from 
the wage and hour provisions of the Act, the activities of 
certain employees “within the area of production (as defined 
by the Administrator).” The Administrator's definition of 
“area of production” has been in terms of the number of em- 
ployees engaged in the specified operations. In the opinion 
of the Circuit Court, the Administrator may not define “area 
of production” in terms of, and by reference to, the number 
of employees engaged in those activities. This decision is 
expected to be appealed. 


In Tucker v. Hitchcock (April 2, 1942), a Florida Federal 
District Court ruled that an employee who worked in both 
interstate and intrastate commerce during any work week, 
was entitled to compensation required by the Wage & Hour 
Act for only the portion of the week during which his activi- 
ties were in interstate commerce. The Administrator's con- 
tention has always been that, if any activities covered by the 
Act are performed, the employee's entire compensation for 
the work week is subject to the Wage & Hour Act, and no 
segregation of local activities can be made for purposes of 
determining wage payments, 


Too great reliance probably cannot be placed upon either 
the Fleming or Hitchcock decisions. It is likely that both 
will be reviewed by higher courts, and it is possible that one 
or both may be reversed. 


Food Requirements Committee to Meet Mondays 


The newly-formed Foods Requirements Committee under 
the chairmanship of Secretary of Agriculture Claude R. 
Wickard, establishment of which was announced in last 
week's Inrormation Lerrer, held its first meeting June 11 
and has announced it will convene weekly, on Mondays 
hereafter. The Committee has control over production and 
allocation of all civilian and military food supplies. 


TRUCK CROPS FOR PROCESSING 


USDA Reports June 1 Condition of Peas, Corn, 
Tomatoes and Snap Beans 


Harvesting of the nation’s crop of green peas for canning 
and freezing started around the middle of May in the early 
fields in Virginia and shifted northward rapidly. Reports 
received by the U. S. Department of Agriculture indicate 
that processors in Maryland, Pennsylvania, Ohio, southern 
Indiana, Iowa, and some early areas in the northwestern 
States expected to be busy packing this crop early in June, 
At the same time, planting operations were being carried 
on in Maine, in the northern part of Wisconsin, and in areas 
of the Rocky Mountain and Pacific northwest States where 
the altitude is high. 


The development of green peas in the Middle Atlantic 
States suffered from a prolonged spell of dry weather earlier 
in the season. This condition reduced yields from early 
acreage in Accomac and Northampton counties, Virginia, 
the Eastern Shore of Maryland and in Delaware. Over the 
rest of the United States, the June 1 condition of the crop 
was generally good. 


The following table, prepared by the Bureau of Agricul 
tural Economics, presents by States the condition on June 1, 
of green peas for processing, with comparisons: 


10-year 


Suessés sesssze 


Arkansas, 
New Jersey, Oklahoma, Tennessee, 


Growers started to plant sweet corn seed late in April 
some of the early States, but it was mid-May before oper® 
tions were undertaken on a large scale in the middlewestem 
States. Considerable acreage remained to be planted after 
June 1. Seed in most of the early-planted fields germinated 
well except in Iowa and Minnesota, where some of the seed 
rotted on account of cool temperatures and too much rap 
Seasonal headway was being made in planting snap beans. 


Setting tomato plants in the fields has been in progre# 
since early May when growers in Virginia and other scatter! 
southern States started this task. It is expected to contint 
through at least the first two weeks of June. Up until Jum 
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1, conditions in the fields were generally favorable for the 
transplanted tomato plants. 

Practically all the acreage intended for snap beans for 
processing in Delaware and Maryland was planted by June 1. 
Pennsylvania and Colorado growers expected to continue 
some planting after that date. New York State planting 
got underway early in the month. Considerable snap bean 


oe | acreage remained to be planted after June 1 in Michigan and 
honk Wisconsin. Rains were needed in Mississippi, Tennessee, 
neh Arkansas and Louisiana. In the Northwest, the growing 


crop was benefited by the warmer weather of late May. 


Information on Dehydration Made Available 


The Dehydration Committee of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Chemistry and Engineering has prepared general information 
sheets on the dehydration of vegetables. These cover the 
factors that should be considered in dehydration of vegetables 
in order to produce a dried product, which, when dehydrated, 
will closely resemble the fresh product in color, flavor, texture 
and nutritive value. 

The points covered in the information sheets are the variety 
of vegetable, stage of maturity, harvesting, preparation, tray- 
ing, blanching, drying, packaging, and methods of determin- 
ing moisture. Sheets have been prepared on the following de- 
hydrated products: Beets, cabbage, carrots, greens, onions, 
sweet potatoes, white (Irish) potatoes, and rutabagas. 

Requests for the information sheets should be sent to: 
The Dehydration Committtee, Bureau of Agricultural Chem- 
istry and Engineering, U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, D. C., or to The Dehydration Committee, Bureau 


of Agriculture, 800 Buchanan St., Albany, Calif. 


To Invite Tomato Paste, Puree and Fish Offers 


On or shortly after June 15 the Agricultural Marketing 
Administration, through the Federal Surplus Commodities 
Corporation, plans to invite offers for the sale of canned 
tomato paste and puree out of the coming season's pack. 
The offers, it is understood, may be for unlimited quantities 
in No. 10 size cans. Other announcements scheduled for 
release by AMA during the week will ask for offers of 
canned salmon, mackerel, river herring, sardines, and flaked 
fish. The announcemént on salmon will contain the special 
contract under which canners will be indemnified for certain 
war losses. 

A program of future AMA purchases of canned boned 
thicken and turkey for Lend-lease purposes will be dis- 
cussed at a conference of industry representatives and AMA 
dficials in Washington on June 22. In addition to poultry 
canners, representatives of the Institute of American Poultry 
Industries, National Poultry, Butter, and Egg Association, 
and can manufacturers and equipment makers will attend. 
Among subjects listed for discussion are purchase pro- 
cedures and use of critical materials. The conference will 
commence at 9:30 a. m. in Room 2860, South Bldg., U. S. 
Department of Agriculture. 

Included in the canned food purchases announced by 
AMA during the period June 5 to June 12 were 23,074,836 
pounds of pork products, 120,000 pounds of canned ration, 
0 cases of peas (futures), 19,200 cases of tomatoes 
(futures), and 4,650 cases of river herring. 


New Restrictions, However, Do Not Change Present 
Orders Governing Food Canners 


To provide additional tin for the urgent needs of military 
operations and civilian food supply, tin used in non-critical 
civilian products will be cut another 10 per cent, effective 
July 1, 1942, the War Production Board announced June 6. 
This reduction, and certain others, are contained in an 
amended version of Tin Conservation Order M-43-a. 


Use of tin in some 28 types of products used in civilian 
activities is forbidden, as in the original order. All other 
products, except those covered by other specific WPB orders, 
may, after July 1, 1942, use only 30 per cent of the amount 
of tin used in the corresponding quarter of 1940. Until 
June 30, 1942, 40 per cent of the 1940 amount may be used. 
This will effect a 10 per cent reduction of tin consumption 
in all products not specifically excepted in the order, states 
a WPB press release. 


Restriction to the 40 per cent and 30 per cent use does not 
apply (where substitutes are impracticable) to manufacture 
of products carrying a preference rating of A-l-k or higher, 
to bearing metals produced with a rating of A-3 or higher, 
to the manufacture of terneplate and tinplate under the 
terms of Order M-21-e, or to certain kinds of solder for cans 
and containers under Orders M-81 and M-86. 


The order, as amended, prohibits the manufacture and use 
of tin oxide except on orders carrying a rating of A-1-k or 
higher, restricts the amount of tin that may be used in solder, 
and in printing plates. 


Certain imperative military and civilian operations were 
being jeopardized by restrictions in the original order. To 
avert an unnecessary hardship the order is changed to per- 
mit tinning of dairy implements and to permit tin to be used 
in: (1) blasting caps for mineral extraction, (2) babbitt for 
repair of certain diesel engines, and (3) repair and mainte- 
nance of ships for which a preference rating has been as- 
signed by the Maritime Commission under PD-300. 


No restrictions in the order apply to the use of tin for com- 
bat weapons and field service equipment for the armed serv- 
ices, where such use of tin is required by service specifica- 
tions. 


Parts of the original order which are not changed continue 
to permit tin to be used, under certain circumstances, in: (1) 
packaging food for human use, (2) health supplies, under 
Order P-29, (3) collapsible tubes under Order M-115, (4) 
certain amounts of secondary tin in type metal and printing 
plates, (5) scientific control instruments, and (6) bearing 


M-43 places all tin under allocation. In addition to this 
order, the country’s total tin supply is controlled by these 
other orders: M-81, M-86, M-86-a, cover cans; M-21-e, M-104 
deal with tinplate and terneplate; M-72 controls disposition 
of scrap; and M-115 limits collapsible tubes. All these orders 
have as their purpose the conservation of limited tin supplies 
by both military and civilian users so that the inescapable 
demands of both military and civilian users can be met. 


The amended order is issued concurrently with the an- 
nouncement that the new tin smelter being erected in Texas 
has been expanded from an original capacity of 18,000 tons 
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to 52,000 tons per year capacity. An A-l-a priority rating 
has been assigned to this smelter, built primarily to refine 
Bolivian ore, so that production may be increased at the 
earliest possible date. 


Red Pitted Cherry Stocks and Shipments 


Stocks of canned red pitted cherries on June 1, 1942, 
amounted to 19,345 cases (2’s and 10's) as compared with 
134,769 cases on the same date last year. Shipments during 
May, 1942, amounted to 19,842 cases, compared with 174,174 
cases during May, 1941. The following table presents stocks 
and shipments on comparable dates: 

1940-41 
No. 2's No, 10's 
Cases Cases 
75,766 50,008 


119,474 54,700 
1,914,772 1,208,977 


1941-42 
No. 2's No. 10's 
Cases Cases 


10, 156 9,189 
7,766 12,076 


Shipments July 1 to June l.... 910,221 1,020,542 


In the table below are shown, by regions and can sizes, 
a comparison of stocks and shipments of red pitted cherries: 
24/2 


Cases 


4 


Stocks: unsold 
Stocks: 
Shipments for May 


855 
457 
700 
2,523 
3,223 
605 
, 583 
, 156 


A meeting of producers and concentrators of fish liver oils 
will be held, June 22, in the Furniture Mart Bldg., San Fran- 
cisco, Calif., to discuss prices of Vitamin A oils, Price Ad- 
ministrator Leon Henderson announced, June 11. The meet- 
ing has been called by the Chemical Branch of the Industrial 
Material Price Division. 


Heretofore, Vitamin A oils have been subject to the provi- 
sions of Revised Price Schedule No. 53, covering a wide 
variety of fats and oils. Studies made by OPA indicate that 
the special problems of the Vitamin A oil industry may be 
more adequately met by a regulation establishing maximum 
prices for Vitamin A oils specifically. 


Hearing Held on Fill of Container for Shrimp 


Representatives of the shrimp canning industry on June 
10 presented evidence regarding fill of container for canned 
shrimp at the public hearing called by the Federal Security 
= Announcement of a proposed regulation is expected 


FRUIT COMMITTEE CONFERENCES 


Letter Addressed to Secretary of Agriculture 
Stresses Need of Early Action 


the past week members of the committee on 
fruits continued their conferences with representatives of 
the Office of Price Administration and the Department of 
Agriculture looking toward the development of a formula 
for the establishment of price ceilings for fruit canners under 
the General Maximum Price Regulation. On Friday the 
chairman of the fruit committee addressed to the Secretary 
of Agriculture the following letter: 


You will recall that at the meeting of the Directors of the 
National Canners Association and representatives of the 
various State and regional canners’ associations, called 
together on May 8, 1942, to consider the General Maximum 
Price Regulation and its possible effect on the production 
of canned foods in 1942, you requested that a committee 
be appointed from the canning industry to meet with 4 
committee from the Department of Agriculture for the 
purpose of studying the problem and for the formulation of 
suggestions to you. It was likewise suggested that repre 
sentatives of the Office of Price Administration participate 
jointly in the pro conferences and the Administrator 
appointed a committee from that agency. 


Because of the relative imminence of the harvesting 
season for vegetables, attention was first directed to the im 
ct of the price ceiling upon canned vegetable production. 
ollowing the conclusion of discussions on vegetables, the 
committee returned to Washington on May 27 to discus 
fruits. Since that date the committee has been engaged 
continuously in joint discussions with representatives of 
Department of Agriculture, of the OPA, and in initial 
stages with representatives of the distributing trade. 


At the outset it was determined that the OPA lacked ade 
= data gg | costs and selling prices of canned 
ruits and berries. e canners were requested to furnish 
as expeditiously as possible figures as to costs and selling 
prices. With this request there was immediate compliance 
and complete records, both individual and composite for 
various areas, were made available to the governmental 
committees. These data covered the principal canning 
areas and ag very adequate determinations for Cab 
fornia, the Pacific Northwest, Michigan, New York, Pennsy) 
vania, and other areas. In addition, we understand that cost 
studies made by the OPA through questionnaire and actual 
field audits of canners’ records were utilized in constructing 
a most complete statistical picture. 


Discussions on the basis of this information afforded 4 
thorough exploration of the problem and brought to 
in vivid and accurate fashion the increases in cost of la 
and supplies, the likelihood of higher costs for raw material 
when appropriate grower prices are determined by the De 

ment of Agriculture, and the probable effect of thew 

creases and the price order upon production. It @ 
peared that such effect was complicated by the action @ 
many fruit canners in voluntarily complying in the fall d 
1941 with a request from the OPA that no increases in sale 
prices be made except to cover increased incurred costs @ 
the — 2 sold. Distribution problems have likewise bees 
canvassed, 


After almost two full weeks of intensive work, it is f@ 
that all of the available facts have been collected, and it he 
been suggested that the committee can be of no furtht 
service at this time. Necessarily, the responsibility for i 
resolution of these problems rests with the two 
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the Department of Agriculture and the Office of 
Price Administration. In reporting to you at this time as to 
the discussions already had, I am taking the liberty of 
suggesting, first, that the entire fruit and berry canning in- 


dustry desires to render its maximum service of production 

2 ony © the war effort. The industry appreciates the oppor- 
of tunity which it has been given to make available to you its 

- of data and suggestions. We are hopeful that this work will 


aid you and the Price Administrator in your difficult task 
of reconciling the production program with the considera- 
tions surrounding the price ceiling order, 

Second, we point out that with respect to production the 
position of the grower and of the canner are almost in- 
separable. We are not unmindful of your statement at the 
original meeting that 


“Insofar as our resources are concerned, we will do 
everything in our power to see that farmers receive a 
price which will result in the production that we need.” 


Yet the facts presented make it abundantly clear that the 
fruit canners are not free agents in the present situation 
created by the price ceiling. These figures when analyzed 
must lead to grave apprehensions, in the absence of appro- 
priate administrative action, as to the production of canned 
fruits and berries in 1942, 

Finally, we cannot help but emphasize again the state- 
ment which you made on May 8 that “time is of the essence.” 
Not unnaturally the lapse of time since the General Maxi- 


esting ® mum Price Order of April 28 has made many producers and 
ne im H canners restive because of the imminence of the harvesting 
ction. season. Inability to make final commitments is the inevi- 
s, the table result of the current uncertainties as to the form and 
jiscuss @ extent of the solution which will be provided by the two 
gaged H governmental agencies concerned. Recognizing that every 
es of departmental representative is aware of the vital necessity 
initial B for immediate action, we nevertheless feel constrained again 


to mention the urgency of the problem. 


d ade The committee is hopeful that its work will have con- 
anned @ tributed to the formulation of an adequate plan which will 
urnish @ permit both the government agencies charged with the du 
selling @ of decision and the growers and canners upon whom the jo 


yliance # of production will fall to discharge their several respon- 
ite for sibilities. We will continue to hold ourselves in readiness to 
mental @ return to Washington at any time at the request of either the 
a Department of Agriculture or the OPA. 

ennsyt 

at cost 


War Developments Affecting Canners 


During the week a number of governmental regulations 
were issued by various agencies, affecting products that are 
used in canning operations. Highlights of some of these are 
given briefly in the following paragraphs: 


f la Cellophane use is further restricted by an amendmert to 
ateri# @ Limitation Order L-20. The amendment rewrites the entire 
he Dei original order and covers cellophane or other transparent 
f thet HE cellulose sheets of .003 inches or less where the original 
b. sf order applied to sheets of .005 inches or less. 

on 


Dried peas and lentils are among products considered 
“unprocessed” and therefore exempt from the General Maxi- 
mum Price Regulation, according to a ruling of the Office of 
Price Administration, However, dried fruits (other than 
dried prunes) and dried berries are covered by the universal 
ceilings, as are all dried, imported agricultural commodities. 
Prunes are excepted because their price has not risen to the 
necessary levels specified by the Price Control Act at which 
4 ceiling may be imposed. 

Farm machinery sales, including equipment, attachments, 
repair parts, are restricted to lower than A-9 ratings 


when the seller knows the ultimate destination is not for 
farm “ according to a new supplementary limitation 


Rotenone may not be used as a germicide for citrus fruits, 
except with specific authorization by the Director of Industry 
Operations according to the terms of Amendment No. 1 to 
Conservation Order M-133, effective June 5. 


PROGRAM FOR FOOD TECHNOLOGISTS 


Special Sessions Arranged to Consider Substitute 
Materials, Dehydration, Packaging 


The third annual meeting of the Institute of Food Tech- 
nologists will be held June 14 to 17 at the Hotel Nicollet, 
Minneapolis, Minn., with a program built around wartime 
considerations of the food industries. At the opening session 
Lt. Col. Paul P. Logan of the Quartermaster Corps will speak 
on “The Role of Food Technology in War.” 


Special sessions are to be devoted to substitute materials 
for food processing, the dehydration of foods, and packaging 
and materials. In the substitute materials session the fol- 
lowing papers will be included: 


“Alternate Raw Materials for Wartime Food Manufac- 
ture,” by R. S. McBride, consulting engineer; “Priority and 
Conservation Problems in Food Processing Equipment,” 
George W. Putnam, Creamery Package Manufacturing Co.; 
“Conservation in Sanitary Practices with Acid Detergents,” 
V. Schwartzkopf, Lathrop-Paulson Co.; Problems of Change 
in Materials Used in Final Containers,” A. H. Warth, Crown 
Cork & Seal Co.; “Low-sugar Jellying Pectinates,” Claude 
H. Hills, U. S. Department of Agriculture; and “WPB 
Orders and Regulations of Interest to Food Technologists” 
(speaker unannounced). 


The dehydration session will be featured with the follow- 
ing topics and speakers: “Methods for Determination of 
Vitamins in Foods,” B. L. Oser, Food Research Laboratories, 
Inc.; “The Present Status of Dehydration in the United 
States,” E. M. Chace, U. S. Department of Agriculture; 
“Factors Involved in the Production of Dehydrated Vege- 
tables,” M. B. Davis and C. C. Strachan, Canadian Depart- 
ment of Agriculture; “Significance of Enzyme Reaction in 
Reference to Dehydration,” W. V. Cruess and M. A. Joslyn, 
University of California; and “Dehydration—A Needed Food 
Industry,” Dr. S. C. Prescott, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. 


following: “Packaging of Frozen Foods Under War Condi- 
tions,” H. C, Diehl and Wm. Rabak, U. S. Department of 
Agriculture; “The Latest ge in Paper and Fiber- 
board for Packaging Food,” E. A. Throckmorton, Container 
Corporation of America; “Glass in Its Various Forms for 
Food Packaging Today,” H. A. Barnby, Owens-Illinois Glass 
Co.; “Metal Container Changes in the Interest of Tin Con- 
servation,” Roger H. Lueck, American Can Co.; and “Cello- 
| and er Plastics for Food Conservation,” C. F. 
rown, E. 1. DuPont de Nemours & Co., Inc. 


A round-table discussion on “Food Plant Conversion,” to 
be led by Dr. L. V. Burton, editor of Food Industries, is 
scheduled for the morning of June 17. On the morning of 
June 14 a special meeting has been called of the Technical 
Committee for the Washington Laboratory and the following 
members of the Laboratory staff will be present: Dr. E. J. 
Cameron, C. A. Greenleaf, and C. W. Bohrer. 
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INFORMATION LETTER 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot Shipments as Reported to the Agricultural Marketing 
Administration by Common Carriers 


Supplies of snap and lima beans, tomatoes, and green 
peas on the fresh vegetable market for the week ending 
June 6, 1942, were larger than for the corresponding week 
in 1941, according to the Agricultural Marketing Administra- 
tion, as evidenced by carlot shipments. 


Supplies of citrus fruits were smaller for the week ending 
June 6, 1942, than for the same date a year ago. 


The following table, compiled from statistics of the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Administration, gives detailed compari- 
sons of carlot shipments on certain dates of selected vege- 
tables and fruits: 

Week Season total to— 


ending— 
June 6, June 6, May 30, June 6, June 6, 
1941 1942 1942 1041 


OPA Turns Down Food Freezers Price Protest 


A protest of the National Association of Frozen Food 
Packers against the General Maximum Price Regulation 
was dismissed in a recent order issued by the Office of Price 
Administration. Dismissal was based on the fact that the 
protest was not in substantial compliance with requirements 
of the Emergency Price Control Act of 1942 and of Pro- 
cedural Regulation No. 1. 


The protestant is a trade association whose members are 
persons engaged in the cold-packing and quick-freezing of 
strawberries. The dismissal order was entered without pre- 
judice to the right of any individual member of this trade 
association to file a proper protest, OPA has stated. 


Fruit Leads Advances in Farm Products Prices 


In its midmonth market price report, the Bureau of Agri- 
cultural Economics of the U. S. Department of Agriculture 
states that fruit led other advances in farm product prices 
during the period April 15 to May 15. Prices received by 
farmers for the five principal fruits in mid-May averaged 
131 per cent of the pre-World War I level, or 13 points higher 
than a month earlier, according to the report. Fruit prices 
also were up 42 points above a year earlier. 


Apple prices were up only a little more than seasonally 
during the month ending May 15, despite declines in com- 
mercial carlot shipments. Shipments of apples during the 
four weeks ended May 16 were 24 per cent under the preced- 
ing 4week period and 22 per cent smaller than the corres- 
ponding period last year. 


Hearing on Juvenile Labor in Fruit Drying 


A public hearing is scheduled by the U. S. Department of 
Labor in San Francisco, June 25, on a petition from fruit. 
dry-yard operators requesting authority to employ minors 
under 16 in the cutting of Bartlett pears. Child Labor Regu. 
lation No. 3, effective in 1939, provided that employment of 
minors between 14 and 16 in certain occupations and under 
certain conditions will not be deemed oppressive child labor 
but excluded processing occupations from these special ex. 
ceptions. The hearing will consider “in what, if any, occupa 
tions in the fruit-drying industry and under what conditions 
will the employment of minors between the ages of 14 and 
16 years not interfere with their schooling or with their health 
or well-being.” 


Management-Labor Policy Committee Formed 


The Management-Labor Policy Committee of the War 
Manpower Commission, composed of seven national labor 
leaders and seven leaders of war production and transporte 
tion management, was set up June 9 by Commission Chair. 
man Paul V. McNutt. 


The Committee held its first meeting immediately and 
discussed basic policies and immediate problems. Meetings 
are planned to be held weekly, on Tuesdays. 


The Committee was created by Order No. 1 issued by 
Mr. McNutt as Chairman of the Commission. The order 
authorizes the committee “to consider and recommend to the 
chairman, matters of major policy concerning the activities 
and responsibilities of the Commission.” 


May Truck Crop Price Index Is Up 


The index of prices received by growers for commercial 
truck crops during the first half of May was 152—up 2 
points from a year earlier, according to the Bureau of Agt 
cultural Economics. More general harvesting and larger 
marketings of truck crops grown for the spring market o 
curred during that period. 


Rail movement of commercial truck crops in the United 
States from May 3 to 16 was 27 per cent above that of th 
preceding 2-week period and was 6 per cent above thi 
of the corresponding period in 1941. Total rail shipment 
from this season’s production were 13 per cent above thow 
of the same date last year. 


OPA Suggests Pro-rating of Sugar Use 
The Office of Price Administration on June 11 made th 
suggestion that industrial users of sugar pro-rate consump 
tion of their monthly sugar quotas on a daily basis in onde 
to avoid throwing workers out of employment toward t 
end of each ration period. 


In offering this suggestion, OPA disclosed that many i 
dustrial users of sugar had asked revision of the pres 
industrial quota, on the ground that otherwise they could a 
maintain the employment of their personnel on a full tim 
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